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Lake sturgeon In Lake Michigan also live in Green Bay and the Menominee River upstream to the White Rapids Dam. They migrate to their
annual spawning grounds between late April and early June, preferring to spawn in shallow, rocky areas along river banks. Sturgeon spawning
depends on water temperature and flow. Sturgeon are living fossils, appearing first about 136 million years ago when the dinosaurs still roamed
the earth. They have primitive looks that have been lost in other modern-day fishes.
Males arrive at the spawning sites ahead of the females, cruising in groups of eight or more, often so close to the surface that their tails, backs,
or snouts are out of the water. Spawning begins as soon as a female, at least 25 years old enters the group. The fertilized eggs, each about oneeighth inch in diameter, are sticky and cling to rocks in the water until they hatch. There big differences in the number of eggs of females of the
same weight - they can range from 50,000 to 700,000 eggs in one season.
The eggs hatch in five to eight days, depending on the water temperature. In 12 to 14 days, the fry (newly hatched fish) are one inch long and
have fully developed mouths and barbells (those finger-like parts dangling around their mouths).
Spawning frequency - A female sturgeon is not old enough to lay eggs until she is 24 to 26 years old and almost six feet long, and will only spawn
once every four, five, or six years thereafter. Males mature at about 15 years, when they are about 45 inches long. Most males spawn every
other year. Lake sturgeon grow larger and live longer than any other fish in Wisconsin. Females live longer than males; 97% of all sturgeon over
30 years old are females. An 82-year-old caught in Lake Winnebago in 1953 is on record as the oldest lake sturgeon in Wisconsin.
For a Sturgeon fish ladder video: https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/fish-passage-project/
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